
Inspection of The Learning Meadow
Foxholes, Crockerton, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 7DU

Inspection date: 9 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this immensely nurturing outdoor setting. They excitably arrive 
ready for the day, where they are greeted by caring staff who are genuinely happy 
to see them. Children feel a sense of belonging as they confidently wave parents 
goodbye. Children make free choices in their play, choosing where to play in the 
well-resourced, stimulating, and challenging outdoor environment, supporting them
to be highly independent. They are thoroughly engaged in activities and learn 
through their own curiosity in the exceptionally well-planned curriculum, which 
covers all areas of learning. Highly skilled staff ask probing questions and offer 
thought provoking comments, encouraging children to find out answers for 
themselves. For example, children wonder if herbs will still smell when covered 
with paint so staff encourage them to try it out and see. All children, including 
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, are making excellent 
progress.

Staff have high expectations, supporting the children to be strongly independent 
and in control of their own choices. For example, when children climb up high, staff
encourage them to think if they feel safe to jump. Children are calm and behave 
exceedingly well. The nursery is exceptional at supporting children and families. 
They recognised children were anxious about leaving families after being home, 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. So, they introduced a special story book they 
shared with families, to help children express their feelings, and children continue 
to flourish.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnership with parents is exceptional. Parents say their children thrive in the 
setting and have come along in 'leaps and bounds' since starting. They are kept 
informed of their children's day through an online parent application and 
conversations at collection. They also attend regular parents' meetings and 
receive newsletters. During periods of COVID-19 lockdown, relationships and 
contact was maintained, parents were contacted weekly and given helpful ideas 
of activities they could do with their children.

n Children are kind, caring and self-sufficient. They help each other and share 
exceptionally well. For example, when children are trying to get paint out of a 
bottle, other children help out by shaking and tapping the bottom until the paint 
appears. Children also help to care for the many animals at the setting.

n The extremely skilful staff ensure children have opportunities to learn 
mathematical and problem-solving skills in every aspect of their play. For 
example, when feeding the animals, they discuss how much water to put in the 
sheep's water bucket and at other times problem solve how to get the last of the
water out of a tray. Additionally, during a game of hide and seek, staff help 
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ensure children's counting gives other children time to hide. At mealtimes, they 
independently collect one knife and fork each and discuss if they would like 
'more' food. 

n There are many enticing opportunities for all children to be physically active and 
to develop their muscles. The youngest children run up and down mounds of 
earth, experimenting by walking, then running, then jumping on the way down. 
Children ride on wheeled toys, move equipment around the setting, and dance 
to a variety of music on the stage.

n Staff know children extremely well and deliver a coherent curriculum, tailored to 
their individual learning needs and interests, supporting children to be 
motivated, independent learners. Staff set up the environment in an enticing 
way, with exciting resources that invite children to learn to play and explore. 
Careful questioning by responsive adults keeps children engaged, interested and
learning. 

n Children love looking at books and have access to many different types, in all 
areas of the setting. For example, children go on 'car rides' on the car built from 
real tyres and a real steering wheel. They get out the map, so they can see 
where they are going. In another area, staff notice children looking at books on 
animals so they get out the world map, so they can see where the animals come
from.

n The setting is led by a highly ambitious, competent leader, who leads a strong, 
skilled staff team. Staff are excellent role models and speak calmly to each 
other. They use walkie-talkies to communicate across distances rather than 
calling out, to reduce distractions to children. They ensure they get down to 
children's level to speak to them, and calmly help them resolve any conflicts that
may arise. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is given extremely high priority at this setting, and children are kept 
very safe. Management and staff have an excellent knowledge of safeguarding. 
They know the signs and symptoms to look for that may be a cause for concern 
and have excellent recording systems. They all know how to report any concerns. 
They keep their knowledge up to date by attending regular training and by 
discussing safeguarding topics in staff meetings and staff supervision meetings. 
Many measures are in place to ensure the children are safe around the fire pit. The
premises are extremely safe, with many procedures and risk assessments in place 
to ensure children remain safe. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2509653

Local authority Wiltshire

Inspection number 10191579

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 52

Name of registered person The Learning Meadow Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2509652

Telephone number 07927269248

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Learning Meadow was registered in 2018. The setting is in Warminster, 
Wiltshire. The setting is open from 7.45am until 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, term 
time only. There are six members of staff, the majority of who have a level 3 early 
years qualification. The manager holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Early Years and
Childcare Studies. The Learning Meadow is an outdoor setting, where children 
spend almost all their time outside.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Joanne Neenan
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about what they enjoyed at the 
setting.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided outdoors and 
assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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